Heddamåla November 26, 1910 (the last known letter from JMJ. Died February 20, 1911)

From Johan Magnus Johannesson

To Lydia Helin

Dear Lydia!

Many thanks for the very nice letter I received from you a little while ago, where we, to our great joy, see you all had the good gift of health and we hope that these few lines might meet you in good health. For our part, I and your mother have been ill for some time now. It has been very hot here in the summer, and so when the weather changed and it was cold here, and thick fog, we were so sick, so that, for my part, I was so feeble that I never thought I would get well any more. I had such a difficult stuffy and coughing so I could not manage anything, and so it was for mother. She had cough and chest pain she too.

So we've had and have a strict disease for some time now, but how it can go on for us if we have health any longer, it will be according to God's will and then it will be to the best. But we must agree with the Apostle Paulus where he says: “I desire to depart hence and be near Christ, xxxx us much better it would be”. We have to live with fear and trembling, so that we whould be blessed and look at Jesus as the faith professed and has perfected. Even if he was rich he was still poor for us in that we through his poverty might rich be. He gave himself as a sacrifice on the cross strain for our sins, and let us not forget to dedicate us this his expensive merit, so we can all be salvaged  in front of the white throne once with the Lord Jesus in His peace dwell there in the kingdom of the heavens, this God will give us for Jesus' name.

I see in your letter that you have had very dry weather in your area this year. Then there was not much grain for you to eat or feed to the animal this year as you did not get any rain for so long. This makes it extremely difficult for the farmers when they can not get any crop into the earth. And I see that there has been a lot of forests burning and it is very difficult, where the fire goes out it takes all at once. But I see that the Lord spared you so that you escaped the danger which threatened you. It is difficult for a farmer if the fire break out. Whether it will be a fire in the woods or houses and farms, it will not stop until it all has burned down. It was what Carl Oskar Fransson and Manda in Skallebo experienced some time ago when their large building burned to the ground. They got out a little downstairs in the building but they had it very low insured so it created them a great loss. So it's a lot to thank God, that one is preserved for fire and for all types of accidents that we encounter on our way on this earth.

A thousand times greeting from me and mother to you and Helin and the children. We feel a little better now.

He who believes in Gods son, he has eternal life and this life we have in God's son.

Written by your father Johan Magnus Johannesson.

A very dear greeting from us to August and his family.

You are greeted so dearly by all siblings.

