Chicago Heights April 16, 1911 

From Ingeborg Samuelson 

To Mrs. Lydia Helin, Matlock Mason Co.., Wash.. 

Dear Aunt Lydia! 

I will try to write a few lines to you. How are you and Linnea and Herbert? Albin and I have been sick a few weeks, but now we are better. We go to Sunday School every Sunday, when we have health. We like to go there. Now we shall collect some money to help paint the church. I got a little book, Albin a collect box. If we had not had such a long way to Aunt Lydia we would have come and asked for a few cents. The one who can collect the most he gets a small gift. What we have collected, we shall give in on the  1st of June. It would be nice if we could see where you live and were able to play with Linnea and Herbert. Hope you all own health. I wonder if aunt can read what I have written. 

A greeting to Linnea and Herbert, from Ingeborg Samuelson. 


(Bengt J´s comment: Ingeborg has written in a very good Swedish. In this letter, Ingeborg clearly spelled her first name as Ingeborg. I have noted that her name in later letters is spelled Ingaborg, i.e. with an “a” instead of an “e”. )



Dear sister and family! 

Grace and peace! As you can see Ingeborg has written a letter to you. I hope you do not mind. I did not want her to write, but she is so eager. It is so that the Mission Church, where the children attend Sunday school, and where we are members, shall be painted this the summer. Both inside and outside, and now they have decided that the Sunday school have to help, as they are not so few, and they have had on their lot to ask friends and neighbors and write to relatives, where they can, may be get a small gift. But do not think to much about that. You have had a great loss by the accident that happened to you. Therefore, it is almost shameful to write about it. But now Ingeborg has got her will and if I could verbally tell you, I'm sure you would not misunderstand us. But we hope you will not do so. 

Albin has had a cold, but now he is back in school again, and when he gets home he goes out and asks for one or a few cents in his moneybox. But I must tell you, he has not received anything worth mentioning. In many places they answer that they give no money to any church or any Sunday school. They are never even there where the word of God is being preached. Instead they give their money to the theater and gambling houses and dance halls. There goes most of our Swedish people, who you think would understand better when they are older and parents, who join their children again and again at these sites. 

Oh may God have to do what he so badly wants. Let him save them before it's too late. 

Ingeborg is up every day, but the cold is so severe that she must not go out of the door. She is so hoarse and have not been able to speak a word other than whispering, for almost 2 weeks. And coughing and stuffy she has at night, so it is so difficult. 

Do not wait to write. I have written a letter and a card. A dear greeting from us, your sister, Anna. 

Thanks for the Easter card! 

