Chicago Heights May 7, 1923 

From Anna Samuelson 

To Lydia Helin 

Goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life and I will stay in the house of the Lord forever. (Ps. 23-6) 

Loved sister and family! 

Have many thanks for letter and for the garish birthday gifts that I received the day before the first of May. I got so surprised. Wondering what you now had found out again. We, who so recently have  received Christmas gifts. I am now so forgetful and negligent and the children are not any better. If I do not remind them they will never remember anything. It makes me so sad when I think about that. It's gratifying to receive only a card at a memory day. It was too much. Thank you and again thanks! It was the best I could get. I have already made two small pillows. 

You will see them when you come here and we hope you will do so soon. I wrote a letter 2 weeks ago, which I believe you have received. There, I mentioned about cheap travel from the West Coast which began in May. Martin said so, but it was wrong, they start not until the first of June. So you should find out about that, so you do not have to pay the old price. It's not so expensive now as  when Martin went. Write and let us know what you think, so if we can help you, we want it so badly. 

I thought at first it had been so nice if you had come to whitsuntide, because the children will be confirmed in our church, but that you can not now, when it is in this month. Lydia - when you travel, do not bring too many clothes, as it is so difficult to carry so much. Linnea need not to bring any clothes now that she uses on weekdays, because I think she may well have Ingaborg´s. It's probably not much difference in size and there are many half-worn dresses that she will never have time to tear up, so bring only the best, because it is needed not so much as one might think. I do not know if Albin and Herbert uses the same size, but it's probably not a big difference between them either. 

On this trip, it would be best to have dark dresses, that can be washed. A family from here went to California. They bought black dresses to have on the trip, because one will be so dirty.

Yes may God's will be done and may we surrender ourselves completely in his care, so he controls everything so well for us. I or we see that you were and heard "Hauleen". It was very daring to venture on such a long road so late at night. What if you had got a  break in the woods and been lying there all night. But it was not so cold. Yes it's funny to come out sometime. Here are so many "automobile", so it is dangerous to be out in the daytime and go. We were out and went about 30-40 miles yesterday and I was somewhat scared. 

A dear greeting from all of us. 

Anna 

Write soon and let us know when you will be coming. 

