Stillwater September 20, 1923 

From Helen Wigren, G.A. Wigren, Stillwater, Minn.. 

To Lydia Helin, Mrs. F Helin, R.a. PO Box 126, Elma, Wash.. 

God's peace! 

My dear friend Lydia. 

Thank you so very much. 

Thanks for both postcards and letters from you. Glad you came home happy and well. There are so many dangers and everything when you're traveling. It was so empty going home when we parted from you. 

I got guests that evening. Do you remember the young man who was sick, where we each bought melons? They took him to the hospital the next day, so his mother was with us for 2 nights. The day after you had gone, I was with her at the hospital all day. She was so nervous, but the operation might be good and all is now well again. 

Yes you are talking about poor Ellen. I was prepared for the sad news. I think I can still see her there on the porche. May God comfort and help them all. You know by yourself that it is the dangerous disease. What a great grief it would have been for Annie if she had been at home. Now maybe she did not have sense enough to grieve over her. Yes, God will give enough strength to bear the grief, too, but it is as you say, sad to see the young blooming cheeks wither. Can you imagine anything that I could send her, that you think would please her. Let me know. Do you really think Annie is better. 

May God hear our prayers and may it be His will. But we do want it to be in our own way, but it will not, it would probably not be good for us. 

Yes, now it will be hard for Esther. Hope she will not work too hard. I think Ellen has had a very  hard work all these years and after the severe illness which she had. 

Imagine that you have so many berries - a lot of work to pick and take care of everything. I can imagine how good it was to get home again. We have had the coldest September I can remember, only a few days warm. Had 2 frosty nights and some of my flowers and tomatoes got frozen. Yes we have winter soon to expect and it is so long here but we can make it. Time passes so quickly and soon we arrive at the destination. May we be ready. O so important it is. 

How about August? This is a very great sorrow for him, but he is so hardened in sorrow and trial, so he'll see God's guidance in this present. May God comfort and help. 

Winnie has now moved into her small house. I was there a few days and helped her sew curtains and drapery. Hope they may have health. I will now write to Ellen. So hard to know what to write. 

Let us all pray to God for her and us all. 

Please bring warm regards to Linnea and Mr. Helin and Herbert. Think what fun you have while you are all together and God has blessed your work. May he continue to richly bless you. Please write back to me, then I get to know how everything relates. 

Yours faithfully, your friend Helen Wigren 

August prays health! 

