Chicago Heights June 27, 1932 

From Anna Samuelson, 1307 Otto Blwd, Chicago Heights, Ill.. 

To Mrs. Lydia Helin, R.A. PO Box 156, Elma, Wash.. 

God is our refuge and strength, a help in times of trouble, tried and tested. 

Dear beloved sister and children. 

I would once again write a few lines and first say many thanks for your long awaited letter which we received a few days after I sent you a card (which I hope you received). I was so anxious, was afraid you were sick. I am glad to hear you are reasonably well. Understand that you out there both have a hot and a cold weather. Think so fickle it can be, but we have so far had a good weather with change between rain and sunshine. 

We have had a lot of "stråbäres" strawberries this year so they have been cheap, but we probably got too much rain for a while, so they ended very quickly. 

Yes time goes fast, now Midsummer has already been celebrated in Sweden and here we soon have 4th of July. I understand that you expect August's children and their families to come to you. Oh, if Annie was so well, so that she could come with them. It would have been gratifying for both you and her. It makes me so sore that you must be so lonely over there. Oh, if we could travel to you for a while also. It would be so nice to meet you and your children and also August's beloved children once more. But it's such a long journey and I do not think there are many who travel even now in these hard times. So one could be joined and alone I do not think that I can go, regardless how much I want. I am not always as well as I wanted, but my old age want to effect me fairly early, I think, but I would not complain. As long as I one can get up every day and do what is strictly necessary, I should be grateful. Many does not have the spirit that we have had so far. 

I or we had a letter from sister Ida a week ago. Poor Ida, she is not feeling well and so she has Elsa  so sick at home. She is so weak so she can not get up now. She says that Alma has been at home a couple of months and helped her, but she had to leave, so she says she did not know what will happen. Oh, how sad that she has such a disease. Oh if she could give herself and her children in God's care. He who says, call upon me in distress, I would help you and you shall glorify me. Ida, she says that she misses Johan so much and I think so too, if she only had the confidence that his soul was saved it would be a comfort in sorrow, but he had a very long time to come to God and he even had those who prayed to God for him the long grace period. I always think, when I think of brother August, and also F Helin, oh so good it is to have confidence that they have been going from a worse to a better home, eternal happiness, eternal bliss, free from any conflict as August always wrote in his brief but memorable correspondence. 

I hear that you had been planting on their graves. I wish I could go there too with a flower. We have so much with roses this year, but they wilt very soon, as we do who shall die away soon, but the Savior's promise remains that the spirit is at home with God in custody. 

Yes here it is bad with work as usual, but Albin and Ingaborg and Martin have had a steady job so far, although they are paid little money, but we are grateful as long as they have work. There are too many who go without a job, they just go here doing nothing, asking for food and clothing and shoes and many are down in the "vaddsen" on both days and nights. Oh if it would be any change soon. What will happen if it will continue for long. 

Yes now I must end these lines, but the dearest wishes from us all, both Ingaborg's family and us. 

Sister Anna. 

Please greet so dearly to your "company" that you are expecting on the 4th of July. It would have been nice to see them all and you, dear sister and yours. 

I mentioned in the card that Mr. Jexen is dead. He was buried the 27th of May, the date that August has been dead for a year. 

Write soon!

