Chicago Heights January 10, 1940 

From Anna Samuelson, 1307 Otto Blwd, Chicago Heights, Ill.. 

To Mrs. Lydia Helin, R.1. PO Box 156, Elma, Wash.. 

With an everlasting love I have loved you and so I let my love remain over you. Jer: 31:3 

Dear sister and nephew! 

Yes, now it's about time I write. Have waited too long. Has already been 12 days on this new year. 

We would first like to wish you a happy new year, with God's rich blessing as the good God want so badly to assign all of his children. 

Many thanks for the nice and expensive Christmas gifts which we received a few days before Christmas. You or you all three together seem to understand what is necessary and useful. I, however, is so perplexed what to send, that could be of any use to you. Especially since I was with you and saw how good you have it. Thank you also for Christmas card and letter. 

Thank you, thank you again for the nice gifts. May God be with and richly bless you this coming year. Nobody knows what we will face. 

Yes, now is already the major Christmas time gone. Oh how our precious grace days hurries away very fast. One year after the other goes so fast. The year has just begun, I think, and so after a little while it is midsummer and a short time after Christmas is almost upon us again. And so it is with our short-term survival. Childhood, adolescence, oh so soon it hurried away, so the middle-age and old age period. Now we are there, both you and I and all our blood brothers and sisters still  living. The most memories of Christmas feast comes up when we siblings with our dear parents were gathered in the childhood home and our father read about the child Jesus who came into insignificance and poverty for our sakes, a wonderful time. Yes they have been hidden in the earth a very long time now, our dear parents as well as August and Frans Helin. I think about them so often. 

Imagine how happy they all are, who have come to God forever. We live in a worrying time. We may daily hear how terrible it is in Europe. Is it not terrible that the poor Finns, who want to hurt no one, have to be attacked and murdered and it looks sad for our dear, dear country Sweden. 

We had a lovely Christmas holiday, no cold or snow. This year I joined the church early sevice on Christmas Day. There were a lot of people. They sang 3 verses of the old beloved hymn "Hail beautiful morning" in Swedish. Otherwise we will never hear any Swedish in our church. Emelie, Lesli and their little Charles, he is now walking everywhere, they came late on Christmas Eve, so they stayed until the afternoon on Christmas Day. We, Martin and I, and Ingaborg's family and Albins's were all invited to the Anderson´s, Emelie´s family too, to Judith former home, for soup on Christmas Eve. It was on the Sunday so they thought there were more time, and so did the children get all their Christmas gifts afterwards. So Leslie and Emilie came just in time. Never before have I nor Martin been away  from our own home any evening meal on Christmas Eve. There we got all types of Swedish food. Perhaps I should mention some things from there. 

“Lutefisk” stockfish with potatoes, porkbrawn, carrots and peas, meatballs, brown beans, all kinds of vegetables, also many kinds of "kockis" cookies and fruitcake and coffee. I can not mention everything. So Martin led in prayer and the girls and Ingaborg sang. They are good singers. They have a great big choir of young women and girls, they sang at Christmas morning. So they had a "Kantälla" the Sunday before Christmas in the evening in the church about the child who was born in Bethlehem. It was wonderful and even instructive. Esther, Judith's sister, is the one who leads the  singers. She has been  playing in the church for 25 years. She was a pianist when Ingaborg played the organ at church. 

I think Emelies´ family is happy to come sometimes. It is a long distance and takes some "gasoline” petrol, but they do not have to go home empty-handed. All are nice to them, both Ingaborg and Albin's family and Ingaborg she has helped them a lot. She had so much with bed linen and night underwear as their children had outgrown, and a nice little bed, which they bought when Carolin was a small  child and their "bagge" or stroller, she has got also. They do not talk about how they are doing, but we understand it's hard. She said that she had worked only a few days during a couple of months and it is hard to buy everything on only one salary. You have to use a lot of coal in the winter too. I do not want you to mention anything if you meet their siblings. They can mention it themselves if they want. They are so nice and missionary above their ability, but God knows everything and he wants to bless them. 

Third day of Christmas in the evening, we had a feast when we invited Anderson's family. They were 5 people and Albin's are 3, Ingaborg´s are 4 people, so we were 14 all together and that is enough for me now when I start to be so old. 

Yes now I've told you how we've been during our meetings, but there is so little said about that the Savior Christ the Lord is born in the city of David. We have heard very good words on the radio this holiday season every day from Moodis and so there is a sermon every day that Christian Business Memo Committee publishes, has been for more than 10 years. They make a great mission, surely many hundreds has been saved by this "utsäde" transmission via radio. Is it not strange that they can get money to keep on doing so. They rent a big theater, has to pay 100 dollars a day. Everything comes in the same way that people are keeping up with Charles Fuller´s radio services. So, among the multitude, there are many who still want to be with and work for God's cause. We can hear Mr. Fuller in the radio 2 times each Sunday. At first between 7 and 8, then again between 9 and 10 on Sunday evenings. He speaks a clear word of God. 

I see in your letter that you still have meetings in Matlock. It is certainly gratifying for you all to go there when you can. How was your Christmas? We hope Linnea was able to come home. So solemn when you may be all at home together. 

We had a letter from Martin's sister Anna L.. They have health at home, but are very sorry and worried about this terrible war that seems to come closer to them. Oh, may God preserve them from everything. We had a letter from Johannes and Emma. It is about 2 years ago since we got a letter from them. They have written a separate piece each. Emma mentions that their daughter-in law has been very ill this summer. Has been at the hospital in Lund and undergone a surgery and after that the son became ill and needed to go to the hospital. The appendix was cracked, she says. So there was not much hope for some time, but God helped here too. Emma says it is good that even young people get reminded of life's brevity. Probably they like to belong to the Lord, but prosperity is not a chastiser to Christ. Johannes never write a lot. He talks about Alfrid in Gumbo Neragård, he  died on the 2nd of November. He had something growing on the kidney, he had a surgery and died. His brother Wilhelm died last spring. Then wrote Samuel, Alfrid´s brother who lived in Minneapolis, to Martin here and told that Wilhelm was dead. Now before Christmas Martin wrote as an answer to the letter and a Christmas card to them. Right away, we got a letter back from his daughter, saying  that her father "passed away" on the 24th of November. He had a surgery last spring and has not been well since than. It was probably cancer. Is it not strange that they are taken away all the brothers and sisters before they become so old? Only Oscar is left of the children. Yes, now is my letter too long again, as always, but I like to tell everything I know to you, 

Yes we have all the health now even if the cold like to create trouble. Greetings from sister Anna. 

Greetings to Linnea. Thanks for the nice Christmas card. I want to write some time. 

